Resources for Further Learning on Biodiversity

(Especially for Illinois)
The Creation: An Appeal to Save Life on Earth.  E.O. Wilson

Highly readable and written by one of the world experts on biodiversity, this book is a great introduction for anyone who wants to know what biological diversity is, and why we should care about it.

Biodiversity and Conservation: A Hypertext Book.  Peter J. Bryant,UC Irvine.

http://www.dbc.uci.edu/~sustain/bio65/Titlpage.htm
Excellent primer on biodiversity through time, covering basic concepts and facts, plus threats to biodiversity today.

Biodiversity Hotspots
http://www.biodiversityhotspots.org/xp/hotspots/Pages/default.aspx
Explore amazing animals and rare plants in the most diverse and imperiled parts of our world, on this webpage run by Conservation International.  
“Lake Michigan Exotic Species”
http://dnr.wi.gov/fish/lakemich/Invasive%20species.htm
Wisconsin’s Department of Natural Resources publishes this web page on the invasive species that threaten biodiversity in Lake Michigan and Lake Superior; a good resource for anyone who spends time on the water in the Great Lakes.

“Prey fish dwindling in Lake Michigan” Dan Egan. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 1-18-08

http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=706464
An up-to-date and dramatic story of the the extent of invasive species in Lake Michigan, along with an amazing cost comparison.  Zebra mussels alone cost Wisconsin businesses $400 million dollars per year; benefits from the international shipping that brought them here?  Just $55 million per year.
“Wild [sic] Jumping Carp on Illinois River”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jb8OmEr7VqI
Video clip of the newest, possibly biggest threat to the Great Lake ecosystem – bighead carp.  Duck!
The Land Institute
http://www.landinstitute.org/
This website requires some digging for explanations, but the Big Idea of the Land Institute is that biodiversity can enhance agriculture.  

Biodiversity Recovery Plan. Chicago Region Biodiversity Council. 1999. Chicago Wilderness: Chicago.

Protecting Nature in Your Community: A Guidebook for Preserving and Enhancing Biodiversity. Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission. 2000. Chicago Wilderness: Chicago.
