Resolution to become a “Green Synod”

Whereas God’s first commandments to humanity are that we care for and take care of God’s good creation (Gen. 1:28 & 2:15), and
Whereas Jesus came to bring salvation to the entire cosmos (John 3:16-17), and

Whereas the Church, as the body of Christ in the world, is charged with calling the world to repentance and ushering in the kingdom of God, and
Whereas “the whole creation is groaning” due to the abuse and misuse of God’s good creation by humanity, therefore be it

Resolved that the Northern Illinois Synod become a “green synod” by taking the following steps:
1. Instituting all possible changes to improve energy efficiency in the synod office and other properties owned and/or operated by the synod, including but not limited to:

a.  changing incandescent light bulbs to energy efficient compact fluorescent bulbs

b. exploring and utilizing alternate, more environmentally friendly means of producing electricity and heat

c. audit and replace as necessary windows, doors, insulation, and other structural aspects of the property that may result in loss energy

d. [add whatever else we may find necessary]

2. Being adamant about the reduction and recycling of disposable resources in the synod office(s) such as paper, ink cartridges, plastic, styrofoam, etc.
3. Take all possible steps to make all synod sponsored events more environmentally friendly by things such as

a. Reducing paper use by utilizing projection where practical and encouraging participants to use electronic media such as lap tops when practical
b. Insisting that meals be served in a manner that reduces waste by things such as:

i. Serving buffet style when possible so people only take what they will eat

ii. Insisting on the use of paper or washable cups and plates instead of plastic or Styrofoam

iii. Insisting that all recyclable waste be divided out and recycled properly

c. Encouraging, expecting and enabling participants to carpool to events

4. As synod owned vehicles need replacing, replace them with those that are the most environmentally friendly vehicles available (currently hybrid vehicles)

5. [Any other things that we may think should be added or we find Milwaukee or other synods are doing to become “green”]
6. Instituting other strategies that may emerge as science and technology continue to explore means of helping preserve the environment.
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