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Profiling issues related to Water

For The Future of Creation, LSTC, Spring Semester 2008

Submitted by Netsie N. Griffith
[This project is the design of a one hour workshop which might be used in a Synod Assembly setting, but would be adaptable to other settings as well.]

Watered, Crossed Christians

Considering the Sacredness of Water 
and How we might Save that through which we are Saved

Outline of Workshop

1. Water as that which gives and sustains life

2. Water as an element of creation 

3. Water as a force of destruction

4. Water as an agent of cleansing

5. Water as a limited resource

6. Water as sacred

Goals of Workshop

· To surface the ways we think of, use and might better conserve water
· To lead participants to more clearly see water as sacred and thus, cherished
· To affirm our identity as baptized children of God led to a sacramental understanding of the world around us, specifically water
· Re-enforce a Lutheran understanding of sacrament while at the same time expanding our thinking of how such an understanding might shape our relationship with water and the earth
· To integrate basic information regarding the environmental issues related to water (locally, regionally and globally)
· To see how our use of water impacts all life at local, regional and global levels
· To challenge participants to consider a ‘means of water usage’ and how we might challenge each other to live within such a means
Watered, Crossed Christians

Considering the Sacredness of Water 

and How we might Save that through which we are Saved

Workshop Plan 

(For the purposes of this presentation, a 10:00-11:00 a.m. timeframe is used to demonstrate how the workshop is to progress.)

· 10:00
Welcome participants and thank them for sharing this time together.  
Using a watering can as a prop, discuss how we water the plants and animals in our home.  Just as these living things for which we are responsible are watered by us, we are watered by God.  Just as water was a significant factor in our physical births, so was water a significant factor in our spiritual birth, our baptism.   Water is a sacred gift from God for our physical and spiritual lives.  We also received the sign of the cross on our foreheads in baptism showing that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.  Thus, we are crossed Christians.  The cross is a sign of saving grace and sends us into the world to save and protect that which has been temporarily entrusted to us by God – the earth and all living things.  A vital part of the earth and our lives is water.

[After this brief introduction, proceed to two activities.]   
· 10:05
Activity #1 – Have people turn to their neighbor and share their response 
to the following question.  
As a child, what was the closest body of water to which you lived (a pond, irrigation ditch, lake, creek, river . . .) and how did you (or did you not) relate to it?

[Give them 5 minutes for this sharing and then take 5 minutes to solicit a few responses shared within the whole group observing what this reflects about our relationship to water from an early age.]

· 10:15
Activity #2 – Pass out the sheet, “A Brief Activity by which to let One’s
Thoughts Flow”  
[Page  4 of this document.  To save paper print two copies on each page
and cut in half.]  
Give participants 5 minutes or less to respond to these four questions. 
Elicit just one response for each question from the whole group  (Ex., 
Would someone be willing to share their response to the first question? . . . 
the second? . . . the third? . . . the fourth?)  Explain that the purpose of 

these questions is to help us think about the ways that water relates to 

creativity, destruction, cleansing, and scarcity.
· 10:25
Power Point Presentation 

· Slide 1 – Water as that which gives and sustains life

· Slide 2 – Water as an element of creation

· Slide 3 – Water as a force of destruction

· Slide 4 – Water as an agent of cleansing

· Slide 5 – Water as a limited resource

· Slide 6 – Water as a limited resource (cont.)

· Slide 7 – Issues Related to Water

· Slide 8 – Words to Ponder

· Slide 9 – Water as Sacred

· Slide 10 – Water as Sacred (cont.)

· 10:45
Facilitate discussion regarding our water usage and how we might 

conserve water.  Entertain ideas about what it would mean to “live within our means” when it comes to water.  How might we challenge one another to establish and live within such a means?

· 10:55
Hand out copies of Riversong [Printed on pp. 5-8 of this document.]

Hand out copy of Additional Resources page [Printed on p. 9 of this document.]

Close by praying together “Baptismal Water Prayer #5” from the Leader’s Desk Edition of Evangelical Lutheran Worship [Printed on p. 10 of this document.]
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A Brief Activity 

by which to let one’s thoughts flow 
D
What have you created lately that involved the use of water? (i.e. add water and . . .)

R
How has a destructive incident related to water impacted you personally?

O
What’s the longest period you have endured without being able to bathe or 
shower and how did it make you (and/or those around you) feel?
P
If you had to walk a mile to get your daily allotment of water and carry it a mile back home, what would be your highest priority for how that water would be used?

Riversong

In the beginning was the Word, who brought forth the cosmos,

creating the stars and the worlds and the waters,

a universe wondrous, dynamic and blessed.

The Spirit breathed spirit enlivening the cosmos:

over eons in waters the first life was born,

then evolved yet new creatures, sent to air, onto land:

the finned ones and winged ones, the rooted ones and legged ones

all that had life emerged on the earth

to give life in turn, passing through generations,

diverse forms of beauty spread over the world.

God said all creation was now “very good.”

Then the Word who created the worlds and the waters

and the wondrous lives in them, came into this world;

was immersed in womb waters, was born among people;

in the Jordan was baptized, living waters poured on him;

came to teach us as Word by his words and his life,

came to tell us that we among creatures were called

–as images, dreamers, aware of creation–

to drink living waters of earth and the Spirit

to care for each other, all life and our home.

The Word spoke of water as living and flowing;

the grace of the Spirit called all to be one:

a sharing of goods and a life of compassion

a way to see all as our neighbors to love.

In regions afar from the Word’s place of birth,

some ten thousand years before the Word’s birth,

the Word in creation had forged different lands:

a sea far inland broke through its rock dam,

Lake Missoula went westward seeking out the Pacific

–shattered rock that seemed solid, plowed canyons in Earth,

and gave the Willamette the richest of soil–

left beneath and behind it a world now transformed

–a world of new lakes and new rivers, pure waters

a watershed reaching from meadows, through mountains,

a lifeblood of life-giving waters still bearing

in memory their turbulent flood time of birth;

among them a great river flowed, filled with salmon

a great singing river through Celilo splashed down

called first by first peoples, Che Wana, Great River,

and then called Columbia, the West’s mighty river.

The waters, still living, rushed over the land,

revealing in beauty and life’s diverse forms

the vision, the power, the presence of Spirit.

In their depths, on their surface and splashing in waves

salmon streamed, flickering flashes of silver in sunlight

leaping up falls, and gliding in currents

–Celilo’s great height was a trial for all,

their challenge and triumph the great falls would be

their tails splashed the waters, their strength gave them wings

as they flew up the falls to conquer its heights

headed home to spawn offspring to pass on their life

then feed other creatures of air, land and water.

The rivers sang out then, a clear, mighty song,

the melodies played by their rapids were strong

–at Wapta, Celilo, Shoshone and Kettle,

and through the Grand Coulee and Hells Canyon rocks–

a symphony soaring through meadows and mountains

– the Snake played it southward, the Blackfoot sang east,

the Kootenay north, the Willamette far west–

a chorus soon joined by the breath of the wind,

by the cries of the birds soaring up in the air:

the eagle and owl, merganser and magpie,

osprey and raven, and other winged people;

by the splashing of fish swimming deep in the waters:

salmon went westward with the song of the young,

while others swam eastward with songs of new life,

and steelhead and other finned people sang too;

by the branches of trees swaying in the air currents:

the aspen, the larch, the Doug fir and cedar,

the rooted ones all whispered words for the song;

by the voices of all those who walk on the land,

and drink of the waters, and feed in the forests:

the mule deer, the elk, the black bear and lynx,

and others who leap, crawl, or slither or run.

God heard there in echo the words of creation

that through all time call all the world into being;

God said that the song of the rivers was good.

The waters, still living, flowed on through the eons,

the Great River felt when the peoples arrived,

and built there their homes, River People by name;

they lived tuned to “Mother Earth’s” rhythms and nurture,

the way of the Spirit they tried to live well

and many were fishers and some were called Dreamers.

Celilo their seasonal home came to be

when the salmon leaped skyward, and surged through the waters

coming back from their journey in the stormy Pacific

to spawn in the old gravel beds of their birth,

giving life among watershed waters of old

which flowed south from marshes in Canada’s Rockies

to unite with the west ocean beach’s strong tides.

The waters, still living, flowed on through the centuries,

the shores of Che Wana new peoples made home,

Columbia became the great river’s new name;

they used nature’s goods in new ways and they prospered;

but the old peoples then were displaced from their lands:

Che Wana’s first peoples lost lives, fish and home.

Generations passed on and the Earth was transformed

from meadows to farms, food and fiber for some,

from forests to lumber and framing for houses,

from hillsides to aluminum plants for new airplanes,

from mountains to atom-based plants and new weapons;

some peoples cut ties with the rivers, their place

–with the Spirit, the earth and each other as well–

and the land in pain languished, groaning for its redemption;

the song of the river was mournful, near mute

the waters flowed slowly, less living for all:

the voices of wind, birds and salmon, all life

were fewer and softer than ever before;

the peoples of sky, land and waters were weary,

longing for visions and a new way of life.

A wind rippled rivers, the Spirit was whispering

its breath touched the peoples of sky, land and waters:

they turned from illusions, from dancing with death

to follow its promise of new life to come.

The rivers flowed on, quickened now by the visions

while sensing new projects being formed on the land;

restored, renewed places, new habitats, homesteads

soon came into being, with peoples now conscious

of the presence of Spirit, of the rhythms of earth,

of how they related, each one to each other.

The waters and watershed then were transformed:

the rivers ran clear, strong, and living again;

the peoples of the sky, the land and the waters

lived each in relation to all and to earth:

farmers and fruitful fields, fishers and fish,

forests and foresters cared for each other,

communities cared for the commons, their home,

the common good all sought to work for as one;

new energy sources soon came into being,

that worked with earth’s energy, sunlight and wind;

industrial plants used old waste as new products,

the air, land and waters were cleaned and renewed;

economics and ecology through ethics were bound,

eco-justice, eco-consciousness walked hand in hand,

and communities called themselves neighbors again.

Che Wana and her sisters sang with joy, living waters,

and peoples of the sky, land and swift flowing rivers,

plants, birds, fish, animals, life in communion

all lifted their voices and joined in the song.

God saw living waters and peoples who cared for them,

sharing the life of the cosmos and commons

-the tree of life gave them its fruits for their food,

its leaves were their medicine, healing for all the

riversong soared, then, on wind, over waves.

God blessed them, saying to them, "You are all very good."
International Pastoral Letter by the Catholic Bishops of the Region. “The Columbia River Watershed: Caring for Creation and the Common Good.” Washington State Catholic Conference, 2005.  http://www.columbiariver.org (accessed April 13, 2008).
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Ethic, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1991.

Gleick, Peter H., Water in Crisis: A Guide to the World’s Fresh-Water Resources, New
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Press, 1998.
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Change, New York: Springer, 1992.
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Continuum, 2007. 

Watson, Lyall, The Water Planet, New York: Crown, 1988.
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Web Sites
Lutheran World Relief: Advocacy—Clean Water; www.lwr.org/advocacy/water 
The Columbia River Project; www.columbiariver.org 

Web of Creation--Ecology Resources: Transforming Faith and Society; 


www.webofcreation.org 

Know Your Watershed; www.ctic.purdue.edu/KYW/
Sierra Club: Corporate Water Privatization; www.sierraclub.org/committees/cac/water/
Watershed Education for Teachers; www.projectwet.org
Water Footprint; www.waterfootprint.org
World’s Water; www.worldwater.org
United Nations Environment Programme, Freshwater; http://freshwater.unep.net 
A Baptismal Water Prayer 
Thanks at the Font V*
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, 

you are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring, 

you are the fire of rebirth.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 

Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. 

Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. 

You are the fountain of resurrection.
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Praise to you for your saving waters: 

Noah and the animals survive the flood, 

Hagar discovers your well. 

The Israelites escape through the sea, 

and they drink from your gushing rock. 

Naaman washes his leprosy away, 

and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.

At this font, holy God, we pray: 

Praise to you for the water of baptism 

and for your Word that saves us in this water. 

Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. 

Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. 

Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us.

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.

Amen.

*Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Leaders Desk Edition (Minneapolis: Augsburg 

Fortress, 2006, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), 589.
