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Introduction

The mother of us all,
The oldest of all,
Hard,
Splendid as rock
Whatever there is that is of the land
Itis she
Who nourished it,
It is the Earth
That I sing.
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The indescribable innence and benefice of natugeof sun and wind and rain, of summer and winter
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Creation inspires awe, mystery, and intrigue. Regardless of the time you live in history, your place on
the planet, your culture, or your religion, you have likely experienced moments, when the sheer beauty
and awesome mystery of creation have cotoe point beyond explanation or words. Have you
experienced such a time?
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in the world, the environment too often has become neglected in our prasticThe environmental

crisiswagesand we often become complicit in our abuse of the earth and its resources. It is the hope of

this guide that you become more aware of the environmental hazards today and how your faith can

transform and renew the planet
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inevitable danger is the tendency to focus on a human centered universe and not look beyond our own

race or tribe; however, ecology demands thesirtependence of all of life. By studying other world

religions outside of your own, may you find the revolutionary understanding of your own tradition and

how it might be reformed. While you will gain new perspectives and insights from studying other

traditions, the hope of this guide is that your own tradition and faith convictions will be strengthened

and renewed.

This guide is intended to facilitate a series of adult forum education hours with one unit given for each
2T (KS 62 NI RQaoukdsamund ilNBe afeddf r2ligigandandwed®lagy. Visit your local
library to find out more about the various religions and their ecological practices. A bibliography is



provided at the end of this guide, and additional resources are given for eagioneliSome websites

you may want to research include the Forum on Religion and Ecology at Harvard University
(environment.harvard.edu/religion), The Alliance of Religion and Conservation (www.arcworld.org) or

the Web of Creationvfww.webofcreation.orgy sponsored by the Lutheran School of Theology at
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taught at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago by Did Bdoades (New Testament instructor)

and Dr. Gayle Woloshak (Molecular Biology instructor).

You and your faith community play a tremendous political role in the shaping of planet earth each day;
by your study and conversation may you be challengecetbditer stewards of creation.


http://www.webofcreation.org/

Hinduism

By Jason Bense

Oh King, the rivers are the veins of the Cosmic Person and the trees are the hairs of His body. The air is
His breath, the ocean is His waist, the hills and mountains are the stbkis bones the passing ages
are His movements.

-Srimad Bhagavatam 2.1.323

Basic Teaching

Hinduism is the third largest world religion today behind Islam and Christianity practiced by 14% of the
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Singapore. Britain and the United States, Hindu religion begins in India where the vast majority of the

countries identify with Hinduism as much as with Indian culture. Hinduism is the likely the oldest
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the other side of the Indus River from them.

Hinduism has no set doctrine of belief, and the teachings and beliefs of the religion are as broad and
diverse aghe number of Hindus. There are sixteen official languages in India. Each follower creates

and follows their own set of beliefs drawing upon the tradition; some suggest that Hinduism is better
described as a confederation of varied religions. Oftereaeifits identify as a follower of a deity Devi

such as Viu, Siva. Many Hindus concede that Jesus and Buddha are incarnations of God. The sacred texts
for Hindus are the Vedas or oral texts (Rg Veda).

The religion also has its downfalls. Hindu traditias a horrible tradition called Sati or widow burning.

If a widow to be married is unable to provide enough dowries, she is burned at the stake. Still today
there are roughly two burnings a day in New Delhi. Hinduism also is based on a strong clste or

system. The four castes are Brahmans (priests), Kshatriyas (warriors), Vaishyas (peasants/ merchants),
Shudras (serfs), and Harijans (outcasts/untouchables). An outstanding Hindu hero of our time is Gandhi
who is known to intentionally clean totewith the outcast and untouchable class.

On the Environment
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thivi), water (ap), fire (agni), air (vayu), and space (akasa). An example of the use of the elements comes
from the sacred text¥amanu Purana (12.26): Let all the great elements bless the dawning day: Earth

with its smell, water with its taste,ré with its radiance, air with its touch, and sky with its sound.



The city of Banaras and the Ganges River on which the city is located are considered most sacred in
India. Many Hindus bathe in the Ganges River. Hindus have a close symbolic relatithsdniimals,

plants and trees. The cow is a sacred deity and an incarnation of the God, Vishnu. Cows wonder most
cities and provide food (milk) and fuel; however, no meat is served in the temple, and Hindus are
considered vegetarians because of the sdarelationship with the animals. Other gods and goddesses
include: Siva the bull, Durga and the lion, Kartikeya and Saravati riding on a peacock and swan. Other
sacred animals are the goat, buffalo, tiger, snake, rat and owl. Some temples are dethiczedin

animals. At Karni Ma in Bikanir the temple is dedicated to the rat.

Hindu calendar reserves special days for certain plants including beidbs (religiousXhe hibiscus is
associated with Kali and Durga, and the lotus with Lakshimi. fPda@ta huge part of the Ayurvedic
medicines and 110 plants are named in texts for various medical uses.

Hinduism teachers do not look first to books to teach but most often use art, dance, rituals, and drama.
Hinduism has many powerful religious concepts

Ahims& G&@R 3t Sy hiikicebto all behgs in thought, word and deed, compassion and grieving
are said to be the duty of the good.

Artha: Greed for affluence, power, and recognition. (Sought by all.)
Kama Greed for sensual pleasures. (Soughtlby a
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protects us.
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thought leaves traces on our character.

The Hindu principles of Kama and Karma led Professor Huston Smith, a historian of world religion to
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on the universe, and our flutters are no less significant.

Ecological Practices

Over 14,000 sacred groves are found in India. The sacred groves provide various Ayurvedic medicines,
fruits and honeyprovide local water, and recharge aquifers. Tree planting is considered a holy
communion for Hindus, and sacred law prohibit chopping or damaging trees in most groves. Sacred
groves often contain plant and animal species that have become extinct in eighlareas.

Current threats to the grove include urbanization, oegploitation of resources and environmental
destruction due to some religious practices. While many of the groves are looked upon as abode of
Hindu gods, in the recent past a number bém have been partially cleared for construction of shrines
and temples.



Art forms and folk traditions are associated with the deities of sacred groves, and ritualistic dances and
dramatizations based on the local deities that protect the groves aredcalieyyam in Kerala and
Nagmandalam, among other names, in Karnataka. Often, elaborate rituals and traditions are associated
with sacred groves, as are associated folk tales and folk mythology.

India today has a growing population problem, and hungesisgi The average consumption of grain

in India is 180 kg per person per year compared to 974 kg in Canada and 860 kg in the United States.
The life expectancy in India is rising. Compared to a life expectancy of 32 years in 1947, today the
expectancys 62.

A Major issue and How an Adherent Might Respond z Water Harvesting

A water system throughout India allows human life to flourish in otherwise arid parts of the country.

The system comes from ancient texts, inscriptions, and traditions to harvest pessible form of

water: rainwater, stream water, floodwater, and ground water. During the British colonial period, a

large number of traditional water catchment systems were destroyed. The British called the funds for
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water projects in India have been destructive to the local society and economy. Some argue that
progress is inevitable; however, from a religious point of view, a sense of connecteuttesise land

and the water is lost in the larggcale development of water. The World Bank has presently placed the
massive Narmada Dam project on hold.

You are a Hindu living in India and have the option of bathing in the local river or receivingnmju
from hundreds of miles away, which option do you choose? Why?

The rising urban life seems to threaten the very embedded Hindu ecological sensibility. The rich in India
can surpass others in opulent ligtyle and unbridled greed reigns.

One Hinduwrites:

We do not know why we do the Kolam (household threshold artistry) anymore. We have forgotten. If
we had not, we would not make the kolam out of plastic or white stone powder. Now everything is
modern, modern, modern. Before, we would make ithwice, and feed a thousand souls. How
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Hindu ecology can be affirmed through reflection on traditional texts, ritual activities and meditation
that foster relationship with the five elements and deities.

Discussion Questions

1. Inthe early hours of the morning of December 3, 1984, in the heart of the city of Bhopal in the
Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, a Union Carbide subsidiary pesticide plant released 40 tones of
methyl isocyanate gas, killing approximately 3,800 peoplepBhis frequently cited as one of the
world's worst industrial disasters. Lack of political willpower has led to a stalemate on the issue of

a ¢



cleaning up the plant and its environs of hundreds of tones of toxic waste, which has been left
untouched. How migt Hindus respond to clean up the toxic waste?

2. Why might some religious practices actually endanger the sacred groves? What might be necessary
to help preserve the groves?

3. What are present threats on the environment caused by Hindus? How can a Hindgyekel
affirmed?

Additional Resources
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Essays on Sacred Groundavid Landis Barnhill and Roger A. Gottlieb, Eds. Albany, NY: State
University of New York Presz001.

e Chapple, Christopher Key and Mary Evelyn Tucker (Hdsl)ism and EcologyThe Intersection of
Earth, Sky, and WateCambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2000.

e Jena, Niranjan. Delhi, India: Bharatiya Kala Prakashan, 2002.

e Joshi, Profess B.D.Glimpses of Environmental Precepts in Vedic Literatutardwar, India:
Shradhanand Vedic Shodh Sansthan, 1995.

e Prime, RanchorHinduism and EcologySeeds of Truth New York: Cassell Publishers Limited,
1992.

e Vannucci, M.Human Ecology ithe Vedas New Delhi: D.K. Printworld Ltd., 1999.




Sikhism

By Jason Bense

The One Universal Creation created the entire Universe. All the plays and dramas are to Your glory and
greatness. For thirtgix ages, God remained in utter darknesdlagpleased. The vast expanse of water
swirled around. The Creator of all is Infinite, Endless and Inaccessible. He formed fire and conflict,
hunger and thirst.

- Page 1282, Line 10, Raag: Malaar by Guru Amar Das

Basic Teaching

Sikhism began in the Rjab area of India by Guru Nanak Shah (1#5698) as reform movement from

Hinduism. Guru Nanak was born a Hindu and is said to have died as a Hindu, yet he was a reformer and
LI NI 2F | &aSO0 6A0GKAY | AYyRdzA & Y ¢pproadghdshfdrea Y NBE 2SO
monotheistic religion. There are about 22.5 million Hindus in the world today including in the USA,

Canada and Britain. Hindus are disciples of the ten gurus (great teachers) from Nanak Shah to Gibed

Sing (1666.708). The Punjab regiam66% Sikhs and is the highest per capita income region in India.
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kacha (short pants), kara (metal bracelets) and kirpan (ceremonial dagger). Overall Sikhism has

produced hardworking, progressive communities that use the land and their political power well.

On the Environment

Sikhs confess a Creator Gaélkal Purakh is the Almighty Creator and Sustainer of the universe who is
0S@2yR FT2NX¥ YR NBlFIazy FyR I 00SaaArotS Ay RS@G20GA2Yy
Akal Purakh. Sikhism follows three hundred year cycles. The most recentroyeteie 1999. The next

cycle will end in 2299 and is called the Cycle of Creation with a focus on environmental concerns.

Sikh religion sees little distance between science and religion, and modern Hindus boast of the

connection and marvel of the anciergligion relating connecting in astonishing fashion with the ancient

tradition. Sikh teaching understands modern evolution well and incorporated a rotating round earth

and moon from its earliest understandings. Many Sikhs view Guru Nanak as the fifat selescribe

ecological problems in the world. The difference is that modern scientists are mostly concerned with

the physical ecology, and Guru Nanak described cultural and spiritual ecological crises as well in a
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Ecological Practices

Sikh culture has its own distinct ecological culture and habits. Believing that every particle is alive, the
teaching focuses on a harmonic balance of the wladlnature. For the Sikh, physical ecology is tied

with the culture and spirituality of a person.
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due to that light. Sikhs will go as far as tmgest that current ecological crisis including deforestation,

depletion of the ozone layer, and global warming are contributed by discrimination, economic

exploitation, the caste system, colonization, and religious fundamentalism. Sikhs believe thatshuman

create their environment as a reflection of their inner state; the increasing barrenness of the earth

reflects a spiritual emptiness within humans. The solution can be found in prayer and the spirit of

humility before the divine will of God. Sikhs séekeform against the divisive aspects of the Hindu

caste system and discrimination between women and men. Sikhs confess a Divine Grace that having

brought life into being, God will also protect life. From the Divine Grace, Sikhs work towards a liberatio

of those who are in the lower castes of society.

Sikhism emphasis on equality and service is exemplified in food. Sikhs practice a communal sacred
feeding meal where all sit equally on the floor and food is provided in a community kitchen by donated
labor and food. This meal is called the langar and is central to Sikh life and practice

Water is seen as a source of life and celebrated by the teaching and writings. Access to clean water is a
focus for the community, and the Gurdwara (temple) is often fbtmbe beside a water body or river.
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of water bodies and may create water bodies where there was land (Guru Nanak and Ecole®33332
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Grace likes the possibility of possibilism to mold the universe.

A Major issue and How an Adherent Might Respond

India is a country rich in biodiversity and natural wealth. Forests cover 19% of the country. India is home
to over350 mammals, 200 birds and 300 reptiles. India is the only country home to all five of the major
vertebrates: tigers, lions, panthers, elephants and the rhinos.
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threat is a loss of forests. Market trade makes higher demands for the deforestation.

Many Sikhs have established nature and camping programs for youth to spread awareness about
environment concerns and protection for nature.



As in Hinduism, treesre a major religious symbol and are highly regarding. A threat to trees is a threat
to God. On certain religious days, Sikhs are encouraged to plant a tree such as Guru Angad Dev ji or
Sahibzadas.

In the holistic and interconnected view of ecology, Sikbnnect deforestation with all forms of
oppression and the whole of life. Liberating the poor, outcasts and working towards great
understanding between those different from one another as well as liberation of the self all contribute
towards stopping diorestation.

Discussion Questions

1.

Sikhism connects the physical and social sciences to suggest our physical ecology is directly
connected with our spiritual and cultural ecology. Do you agree with this idea? Why or why not? In
what way is environmentahcism connected with other oppressions in society?

Sikhs believe that humans create an environment that reflects their inner spiritual life. What
environment would your inner spiritual life create? How would you alter or changer that inner
spiritual lie?

What are the differences between determinism, environmentalism and possibilism? In which
category do you identify?

Additional Resources

Bachan, Gurbachan SingBuru Nanak and Ecolagymritsa, India: Guru Nanak Dev University,
2004.

McLeod, W.HThe Sikhg History, Religion, and Societiew York: Columbia University Press,
1989.

Mukherjee, K.N.Rigveda A Reassessment in Science, History, and DiviKiojkata, India: Aseema
Prakashanee, 2003.




Daoism

By William Judd
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Origins and Basic Teachings

The history of Daoism points to the period of 5200 BCE as the time of its origins, and is considered to

be conemporaneous with Confucius. Daoist considered the teachings of Confucians to be problematic
because of the imposition of laws and practices, which were though to be contrary, the natural desires

of humanity. The major teachings of Daoism are found irctassic texts, Dao De Jing and Zhuang Zi.

Both texts are anonymous but are ascribed to famous scribes within the tradition. Each of these texts is

filled with parables, poetry, and seemingly paradoxical statements used to explain the nature of Dao or
GBK 21 8¢ gKAOK Aa O2yaARSNBR (2 0SS (4KS 2NARIAY 2F |

There are two major tenants within Daoism, respect for the Dao above all else and all of life is of great
value. Dao is considered not only to be the source of all that is, but it is ultimatefaitn In order to

live in harmony with Dao, one is embrace a path of no action and selflessness, or to live with modesty
and simplicity. To struggle against others for personal gain in the physical realm runs contrary to the
Daoist belief. Life is plad as the highest good with Daoist thought. Zhang Daoling said that life is
merely one more expression of the Dao.

On The Environment

The Dao De Jing states that all things follow a natural pattern, humanity follows the earth, the earth
follows heaven, heaen follows the Dao, and the Dao follows what is natural. It is then the responsibility
of humanity to ensure that things follow their own natural course without external manipulation.

One of the central beliefs of Daoism is that everything is compaséad competing and opposite

forces now as Yin and Yang. It is when these conflicting forces reach harmony that life energy is
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when this balance i®st.

Daoism teaches that to live in harmony with nature one must observe the ways of nature, which is but

another way of reminding us that we not save that which we do not love and we can only love that

which we have contact with. It is from an incompl& dzy RSNBE Gl YRAY 3 2F KdzYl yA (e
nature that causes destruction and exploitation of the natural world.
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upset will have drastic consequences to all involved. The path to successful living comes not from
accumulation of wealth, but from living within the balance provided by nature.

A Major issue and How an Adherent Might Respond z Urban Expansion

and Ecological Impact

As a Daoist is central to belief that one should live in harmony with the natural ordering of life. As urban
centers continue to expand they also destroy the landscamesecosystems that surround the cities.

This problem is common in China were Daoism is one of the five recognized religions of the country.
More people are coming to the cities in hopes of finding a better life than what they had in the country.
How then you as a Daoist make the distinction between what is natural and in harmony with nature and
what is artificial and not in harmony with nature?

Discussion Questions

1. How do the teaching of Daoism inform how we should live? How should Daocism inform our
ewological perspectives?

2. Within Daoism, as with all major world religions, a premium is given to life and living things, how
might one reconcile the conflicting demands between two forms of life? How might one reconcile
the conflict between living things dmonliving things? For example, how could one speak of the
value of glaciers, which are disappearing on a global scale because of rising temperatures?

Bibliography and Additional Resources

e Esposito, John L, Darrell J. Fasching and Todd Mearisl Religins TodayOxford England, Oxford
University Press, 2002.

e Girardotm, N. J., James Miller and Lui XiaoBawism and Ecology: Ways within a Cosmic
LandscapeCambridge, MA: Havard University Press, 2001.

e Gottlieb, Rogers She Oxford Handbook of Religimmd EcologyOxford England, Oxford University
Press, 2006.

e Miller, JamesDaoism: A Short Introductio@xford, England: One World Publications, 2003.

e Palmer, Martin with Victoria Finlajzaith in Conservation: New Approaches to Religions and the
Environnent. Washington, DC: The World Bank, 2003.

e Alliance of Religions and Conservation http://www.arcworld.org/



Islam

By William Judd
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Origins and Basic Teachings

Islam belongs to the Abrahamic traditions of monotheism that also includes Judaism and Christianity.

Like the other members of thisadition, Islam links the importance of the message with messenger.

Jews look to Moses and the Torah, Christians look to Jesus and the New Testament, and Muslims look to
adzKlI YYFR YR ¢KS v dzZNRIy® adzKl YYIR NBOBaytdh8R KA & ¥
death came in 632 CE. However, in the Islamic calendar the first year is tied to neither of these dates,

but to when Muhammad left Mecca to escape the persecution he faced there and settled in Medina in

622CE.

LatlyYQa 7T A (plarsk grofesslorodf&ith, prifyerFalm@diing, fasting, and the pilgrimage to
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derived.

Each days Muslims are called to pray towards Mecca five times (dawn, noon, midday, sunset, and

evening). Muslims face Mecc&OF dzA4 S A0 Aa adzKl YYIRQ&a O0ANIKLI I OS |
revelation. Prayers are always said in Arabic regardless of the national origin of the one who prays.
Almsgiving is considered a duty and as such it is not as seen as charity. The ginisgopatformed

to develop a sense of community. The fast of Ramadan, the fourth pillar, takes place during the ninth

month of the lunar calendar. During the period from dawn until dusk, Muslims refrain from food, drink,

and sex. However, this is notrdered an act of asceticism but rather providing a space for reflections

and good works. The ending of Ramadan marks the beginning of the time for pilgrimage. The

expectation is that every Muslim who is financially and physically able will make thenpdgrto Mecca

at least once in their lifetime.

On The Environment

The ecological principles of Islam are first and foremost rooted in its monotheism. Much like the

opening of Decalogue, Islam believes nothing must come before or in place of Allabhedause of this

preeminent place that is given to Allah that humanity is to then live in total dependence upon Allah for

all things. Humanity can depend on Allah for all things, because it is believed that all things belong to

Allah. These principldétzy O2dzy 6 SNJ (12 GKS O2yadzYSNRaid Y2RSt GKA
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transcendent being.

Second, humans have been placed in creation by Alldle fits guardians. Humans therefore are to

govern with reason and justice. Humans are called to use creation properly and to not abuse it for we
are seen as interconnected with the natural world and to misuse it is to jeopardize our lives as well as all
other forms of life.
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tradition. Their concerns are that uses of resources be sustainable and in harmony with principals of
justice. For example, needs thatof crucial importance is placed of higher importance than those of a

more trivial nature. The needs of the poor are given greater importance than those of the rich. The
causing of harm to create a benefit for oneself is prohibited. These are ofteidesed to be the

ideals, but they are to influence the actions people take, so that they might live with justice and minimal
ecological impact.

A Major issue and How an Adherent Might Respond zDeforestation

When most people think Islam one imagines ttaest deserts of North Africa and the Middle East,

however the many states of the former Soviet Union, the Balkans, and Indonesia have significant Muslim
populations. How then might Islam respond to the question of deforestation in light of the concern for
interrelatedness of nature? How might the principals of justice in which needs are addressed in order of
importance and the prohibition of harm lead to a response to vast deforestation of the world, which is
occurring to meet the demands of the affluemither than the poor. Additionally how would Muslims
respond to the fact that ecological destruction hits the poor much harder than the rich?

Discussion Questions

1. What teachings within Islam can help create bridges with Judaism and Christianity to work for
environmental protection?

2. How might the concept of almsgiving be expanded to encompass care for the natural world, as well
as those who are materially poor?

Bibliography and Additional Resources
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Christianity

By Laura Hauptman

Basic Teaching

Christianity is a monotheistic religion whose origins lie in Judaism, and the two share sacred texts. The
Hebrew Bible or Old Testament are the texts sharét tihe Jewish faith. The New Testament

scriptures are sacred texts only in Christianity. Christians are people of word and sacrament. The word

refers to the gospel, or good news found in the New Testament scriptures. The good news refers to the
redeerh Y3 g2NJ] & 2F WSadza / KNRaAdiQa tAFSE RSIGK FyR NB
humans are sinful, which separates them from God. Human beings, through their own actions cannot
reconcile this brokenness. Christians have an incarnatkittreology. They believe that God took on

human flesh in the man Jesus of Nazareth to reconcile this brokenness. This man ministered and spoke
words of good news to the poor and oppressed of his time, and performed miracles of healing. He was
crucifiedby the Roman Empire, died, and buried in a tomb. Christians believe that Jesus was raised
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resurrection the world has been reconciled to God. Therefore slestalled the Savior and Messiah.

Through Jesus humans receive salvation and blessings, which is unmerited because they are sinners.

This unmerited salvation and blessings from God is called grace. God promises that through the

sacraments of baptism anthe Eucharist, Christians receive grace. Sacraments are defined as the

means of grace. Christians believe that God promises grace through the sacraments, and belief in these
promises is called faith. They are the means through which God choses tonloekworld. Baptism is

commonly seen as an initiation into the Christian community, and usually only happens once in a
LISNE2Y Q4 fAFTSO /| KNAaAGAlIya o0StASPS GKIFIG GKS& NBOS
sacrament. In the New Testamte Jesus shares bread and wine with his disciples, saying that it is his
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the body and blood of Jesus, others say it is a symbol of his body and &twbdthers believe that he is

present in the bread and wine. The way communities participate in the sacraments varies greatly

among the diverse communities of the church and is shaped by social context and doctrinal beliefs.

Some communities practicefamt baptism, some practice #igaptism, some have the Eucharist weekly,

others only once a year. The sacramental practices, and preaching styles vary greatly among the

Christian churches. A basic definition of a Christian church is a community gathérechame of

Jesus Christ.

On the Environment

Through their baptism, Christians are called to a life of service to others following the example of Jesus
Christ. One component of this mission is to strive for justice and peace in all the earttheBlogians

have come to understand that this call goes beyond social justice, and the vision must be expanded to
include all creation. Christians are a community centered in Jesus Christ. The gospel proclaims Jesus to



be the Savior of the world. Througiit much of Christian history this gospel message has been

extremely anthropocentric, and pertaining to the salvation of human beings. However, in light of the

current ecological crisis, scholars are engaging the biblical texts with greater sensitiviayareness

to nature. Many Christian denominations have been challenged to expand their vision of the gospel

through social justice issues. Voices from people of oppressed and marginalized communities enhance

and enrich our understanding of Christiarettogy and ethics. As a church centered in Jesus, Christians

are called to seek out the oppressed and listen. Today, many identify nature as a neglected and
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include creation. This can be expressed in the ritual of the Eucharist. As the person receives the bread
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active and unmerited love of God received by those participating in the sacramenit, trdl 2 D2 RQa f 2 ¢
for all the world. This is not a new idea, but one that must be rediscovered. It already exists in Christian
scripture.

Sacred Texts Related to Ecology

The Bible has been criticized as encouraging ecological exploitation becatssantfiropocentrism and

the theme of human domination of nature. The creation account in Genesis 1 and the story of Noah in
Genesis 9 (found in the resource section), have been interpreted to say that the world is created
primarily for human use, and th&od has delegated humans to be masters over creation. The Bible is
also said to be a story of human history and salvation, and centered around human ethics, human
morality and human salvation. Christian theologians have recognized these criticisatisl aand

created ecologically responsible responses. First, the idea that humans are masters of nature can be
countered using the support of Biblical texts. In the Bible, there are no passages that suggest that
nature was viewed as dead matter easilynipalated by human beings. The natural world is very much
alive and responds to God. This is best seen in the Psalms. Psalm 148 and 96 (found in the resource
section) are two examples. The natural world is sensitive, alive, responsive, and reacd andcevil.
Richard Cameron Wybrow, an Old Testament scholar, notes that nature enters into moral relations by
being obedient or disobedient to God. This means that humans are capable of abusing and offending
nature and nature reacts. Humans are alsstricted in what they can do to nature by biblical texts

such as Deuteronomy 20:28), which restricts cutting down fruit trees and Leviticus ZB;:Which
commands humans to let the land lie fallow every seventh year. God cares about the welfare of huma
beings as well as the animals because they are good in themselves. Over time, scholars have revealed
that the Old Testament world view integrated human history and nature history as one history. The
history of creation is a history of salvation for@atation. Revealing this in the New Testament writings

is more difficult due to the lack of material pertaining to nature that can be found in the Old Testament.
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creation is in the New Testament. Romans 8:21 says that Christ offers redemption for the whole earth.
This and other texts show that humans have a moral obligation towardsaoran creation. Through
Christ all things were made is stateddwhn 1:3. In Colossians (found in resource section) the language
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reconciling all things to God. The righteousness of human beings is not indepententedt of

creation. Human beings are a part of creation. Christian theologians are drawing on texts that connect
human righteousness with care of creation. David Rhoads, a New Testament scholar, comments on

Romans 8:123 (found in resource sectionyhich says that creation waits for the time when humans

will be made righteous, because then creation will be restored. When humans become righteous they

treat creation in such a way that allows creation to flourish.

A Major Issue and How an Adherent Migh t Respond

Integrating care for our environment with academics is a growing emphasis at Christian campuses across

the United States. Several church organizations have taken action by raising environmental awareness,
discussing environmental justice issw@®l how these issues relate to the Christian faith, and teaching

students how to change their consumption patterns. These programs center around connecting
environmental issues to other justice issues important to the Christian faith such as povertyraget h

The Evangelical Youth Climate Initiative, is an organization to provides education about environmental

issues to youth, and fosters leadership among young adults in areas of the ecological crisis. Christian
churches and organizations are also vingkclosely with environmental groups. The World Council of

Churches has organized tropical forest conservation workshops in Costa Rica, Indonesia and Ecuador. In
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talks about human responsibility towards and understanding of creation. Out of this document arose
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farm, herds of sheep, cows and chicken, and the project also spreads information about conservation.

Discussion Questions

1. What specific efforts to deal with the ecological crisis are you awiréiow many of them have a
Christian basis?

2. The Roman Catholic Pope Benedict XVI announced that there are ecological sins, which are human
actions that harm the environment such as pollution. Is this a fair assessment, and does our culture
reflect thisidea? What does this say about human beings in relation to the rest of creation?

3.alye [/ KNRAGAIY RSY2YAYIlIGA2ya Y26 KIOS aLISOALE 6+
creation. What do you want to celebrate in your environment?

Additional Resour ces
BIBLICAOEXTS
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have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every énggihing that
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God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and
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have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over
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(Gen 1:2629, NRSV)
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fill the earth. The fear and dad of you shall rest on every animal of the earth,
and on every bird of the air, on everything that creeps on the ground, and on
all the fish of the sea; into your hand they are delivered. Every moving thing
that lives shall be food for you; and just agle you the green plants, | give
@2dz SOSNRBUGKAYTDQ
(Gen 9:13, NRSV)

Let the heavens be glad, and let the eajpice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
let the field exult, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sifog joybefore the LORD;
for he is coming,
for he is coming to jude the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with his trust.
(Psalm 96:1413, NRSV)

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
Prase him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created.
He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannoplssed.
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees drall cedars!
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
Young men and women alike, old and young together!
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name al@exalted;
his glory isabove earth and heaven.
(Psalm 148:11.3, NRSV)

For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through hiw&3galeased to reconcile
to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven nhgking peace ttwugh the blood of his cross.
(Colossians 1:120)

For the creation waits with eager longing for the @aling of the children of Godipr the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own W but by the will of the onevho subjected it, in hope thahe
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creation itself will le set free from its bondage tecay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. We know thathe whole creation has been groaning in labomzaintil now; and not
only thecreation, but we ourselves, who Y@ the first fruits othe Spirit, groan inwardlwhile we wait
for adoption, the redemption of our bodiegRomans 8:123)

INTERNET

-Evangelical Youth Climate Initiative websiteyw.christiansandimate.org/youth

-Lutheran social statement on Caring for Creatianyw.elca.org/WhatWe-Believe/Socialssues/Social
Statements/Environment.aspx
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Judaism

By Laura Hauptman

Basic Teaching

The basic contribution of Judaism is monotheism. The Hebrews broke with the cosmology and beliefs of
ancient Middle Easta cultures, by conceptualizing God as a single, supreme, nature transcending

being. For their neighbors, which included the Egyptians, Babylonians and Syrians, individual aspects of
nature were distinct gods. For these ancient Middle Eastern cultureggads were nature. However,

the Jews broke with this concept of God and nature. For the Jewish people, nature is an expression of a
single Lord of all being. God transcends nature. Judaism also ascribed a characteristic to God that was
radical and ner. Before, the gods in the early Middle Eastern region were seen as amoral and

indifferent to human beings and their actions. However, Judaism ascribed righteousness to God.
Throughout history, God reveals his love and mercy.

WdzR I A aY I T F gooingss.iGodis asGbiNG iyeousness, whose will is good. God created
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cosmological question of origin. In Judaism, the agent of creation has implge&iiomorality. If it

were merely a philosophical question of first cause, it would have no bearing on how we live. The

assertion speaks not to the way the earth originated but to the character of its agent. Affirming that

God created the world, affirmits inherent and unquestionable worth. This affirmation of the God
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goodness endures, and there is no reason to despair in life itself. Human beimgg totally helpless

in their troubles because their problems do not stem from the character of existence itself. The cause of
problems lies partly within ourselves. This means there is hope for something new and better. This

causes human beings to resmd creatively to the world, by searching for causes of problems and

effecting change.

Time is seen as a spiral in the Jewish faith. This image means that we are always drawing on the past in
order to move into the future. This spiral approach is encdded four practices of the Jewish faith;

midrash (interpreting biblical texts for current times), periods of rest called Shabbat, which include the
sabbath dayshmitah(sabbatical year) angovd (Jubilee year). This is a sacred cycle. These are period

set aside for rest and reflection. This spiral image is reflected in Jewish teaching and thought through
the practice of midrash. Ancient texts are interpreted and retold in ways that cast new light upon the
present and the future. There is a sacrégithm of freedom and equality for human beings during the

times of rest. God orders that people be freed from slavery and return to their homelands. These
periods command rest, which allows time for reflection on the past and present to move into tire fut

with renewed awareness so that we do not become slaves to structures and systems. Rest is needed for
humans, earth and, the creation story tells us God rests.



On the Environment

The Jewish affirmation that the world is God createdvedidor a constructive response to the

environmental crisis. Nothing in creation is useless or expendable. The name for God in Jewish biblical
text is four letter, unvoweled Hebrew YHWH. This word sounded out with no vowels is simply a

breathing, andcad S (G NJ yaf I 4§ SR | a&udaism\ibtés fhit th Frovides & Saicblarly 9 O 2
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the world, not only present in us but in all other life forms.

For Ellen Bernstein, a Jewish environmental acitivist, relipaticularly the Jewish faittand ecology

teach the same thing. The underlying principles are interdependence and cycles. The periods of rest;
sabbath day, sabbatical year, and Jubilee yatmgrate the spiritual, political and ecological. These

periods in the sacred cycle are marked by ceremonies and holy days in the Jewish faith. These aspects

are all interwoven, and are one in the same. The sabbatical year and Jubilee demandsoaiitahd

economic changes. Release from debt, release from work, release of the land, and liberation from

slavery and return to homelands are demanded. The biblical texts reminds humans that the land should
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rest for the earth. The sabbath day, sabbatical year and Jubilee year call for human beings to recognize

the interdependence of all life forms and the sedfjulating system of the earth. Shadi is the sign of
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covenant with God. These are also times when humans can live in peace with the earth. As a
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hard for humans. Until the coming of periods of Shabbat or rest. Shabbat is the aftertaste of Eden and

the foretaste of messianic time. These are times of renewal and reflection for all of creatibrthieot

earth and human beings.

Sacred Texts Related to Ecology

The creation accounts of Genesis (chapter 1:1 to 2:4 and 2:5 to 3:24) tells us that the created world is
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not show the connection between human beings and earth. In Hebrew, the world for eadharisah
andadammeans human beings. Therefore, the two are intertwined, one cannot say one without

thinking of the other. Thahsound is a breating sound. Human beings lose the unconscious breathing
that connects them with the earth and receive a more conscious breath from YHWH, the Breath of Life.
This story does not speak of only of human beings birth, but is a story of how throughout tigtory

human race has separated and continues to separate itself from the earth. This separation has had
devastating consequences on the environment, and in turn devastating effects on human beings. These
negative consequences alert human beings of th@erdependence on the earth and the need to build

an new awareness and relationship with the earth. This is a crisis of the spiral. The human race has
alienated itself more deeply, then realized more deeply its need for connection and built some new
sen® of community with the earth.



The Mishnah summarizes biblical laws. The Talmud is a compilation of rabbinical commentaries and
views enlarging on the basic laws. These laws cover all aspects of human activity and life. Particularly
important to ecologyis the doctrine obal tashchitwhich translates agou shall not destroyThis is

based on Deuteronoy 20:1%Human beings are created to preserve and guard nature, not to destroy it.
This doctrine shapes the Jewish approach to the environment. Hbeiags are called to not be
destructive and wasteful with their resources. This has many implications for the human life. Stopping
up a fountain, killing animals for purposes other than-pe#fservation, wasting our wealth or talents,

and wasting foodn a destructive way are implied in this doctrine.

Ecological Practices

Shomrei Adamabh is an organization that focuses on providing ecological information and materials for

rabbis to use in their congregations. One current project of Shomrei Adartmteigve an ancient

Jewish holiday that has not been widely celebrated. Tu Bi Shevat is a minor Jewish holiday in honor of

trees. This is an opportunity to celebrate nature. A ceremony has been created for modern day, that

includes a collections of aglings and prayers that focus on nature, and a{pnting ceremony. The

time between Tu Bi Shevat and Earth Day has been designated as a time to focus on raising

environmental awareness in the Jewish community. Shomrei Adamah also encourages ssmégogu
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banning styrofoam, setting up recycling centers, etc.

A Major Issue and How an Adherent Might Respond - Climate Change

Many Jewish social orgaations geared to advocacy and human justice problems have expanded their
missions to include eecjustice issues. The Green Menorah Covenant is one response by Jewish

communities in the United States to the global climate crisis. In the Jewish fairdiméses from God
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among Jewish communities and congregations to renew the miracle of Hanukkah in our own generation:
Using one day's oil to meet eight daps'eds. By 2020, cutting US oil consumption by saighths.

There are three aspects of the Covenant: haadsaction by congregations and congregants to reduce

CO2 emissions on their own; infusion of Jewish festivals;lifke events, prayers, and echtion with

eco- consciousness; and advocacy for change in public policy.More information can be found on The
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Discussion Questions

1. Read Leviticus 2535, which describes thegr of the Jubilee. Identify the social, political, and
economic, and environmental transformations demanded in the text. Discuss the year of the Jubilee
in light of the your current social context.

2. How can the Jewish image of time as a spiralbe helpfd y OK I yIAy 3 K2g KdzYl yQa
relationship to nature?
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Additional Resources
ORGANIZATIONS

-The Shalom Centaenyww.shalomctr.org

-Environment and Jewish Lif@ww.coejl.org produced a handbook for action for Jewish communities
calledTo Till and to Tend.

BIBLICATEXTS
Genesis 1:2:4, NRSV

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then

D2R alARX a&[ Sl é&vidlBht. Arl Godsalvkhatdh€ light wal godds and God

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
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the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God

called the dome Sky. And there was eveninga®ifiE g+ a Y2NYyAy3ds GKS aSO2yR |
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so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God
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vegetation: plants yielding seed of eveipd and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.

And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. And God
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signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light
dzLR2y G KS SFENIK®Eé ! yR Al 6k e gieatdr lightaoRulehe 88 and teS (i 4 2
lesser light to rule the nightandthe stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the

earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw

that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourthgaR AD2 R &l ARX &[ S
waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the
aleové {2 D2R ONBIFIGISR GKS 3ANBIG asSlk Y2yauSNBR FyR S
which the waters swarm, anelvery winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God
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bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of
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kind, and everything thatreeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. Then
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over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, @edatl the wild animals of
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image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and

D2R al AR {2 fuliafd & Wtply, and 8l the d&triaiid subdue it; and have dominion over the
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with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of

the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given
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very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.Thus the heavens and the earth

were finished, and all their multitude. And on the sevedtly God finished the work that he had done,

and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day

and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are the
generatons of the heavens and the earth when they were created. In the day that the Lord God made

the earth and the heavens,

Deuteronomy 20:19, NRSV

If you besiege a town for a long time, making war against it in order to take it, you must not destroy its
treeshy wielding an ax against them. Although you may take food from them, you must not cut them
down. Are trees in the field human beings that they should come under siege from you?
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Buddhism

By Josh HerzfeldiKamprath

Basic Teachings

The core of all Buddhist traditions is the acceptance and concession to what are referred to as the Three
Jewels. These Three Jewels are the Buddha (the Enlightened One), the Dhamma (the Teachings), and
the Sanghatfie Community).

The Buddha, or the Enlightened One, is the central figure and founder of Buddhism. As with the life of
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biased in favour [sic.] of Bud#h& i { NJTHe puipbs2 gf dhése writings is not necessarily to present

an accurate (read: factual) historical description but rather to reinforce Buddhist tradition and teaching.

The life of the Buddha is taught as the story of the young Gotadua®a and his quest for

enlightenment. Becoming an ascetic at the age of 29, leaving behind the life of a prince, Gotama sought
to learn all he could from a series of sages and teachers. Having mastered various techniques and
practices, Gotama found heas no closer to achieving enlightenment and sought more.

Gotama decided to go extreme by depriving himself of food and water and being entirely removed from

any contact with other people. This of course did not work and he began to care for hinaelf ag
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enlightenment did not consist in achieving the kind of transcendentaksel§ciousness that the

Upanisads speak of, but in understanding the concatenation of causes and effects responsible for the

fetters that keep a person isamsara®li Kdza Syl 6f Ay 3 KAY (2 ay'lFlomdiKIG o2
this moment on, the Buddha traveled and taught, forming and strengthening the Buddhist community

o0& (SIOKAyAl @®So P¥a KRRy SS E (i extBeMéSindulgezs (The@ekchivgs of y R

the Buddha in his various sermons was remembered and recorded by his followers and eventually

formed into what is now know as the Pali Canon and which serves as the primary scriptures of the

Buddhist tradition.

The sdptures contained within the Pali Canon consist of the teachings of the Buddha which make up
the second of the Three Jewels, the Dhamma. The major components of the Dhamma, with relevance
to this study, ar&karmaand samsaradharma,the Noble EightfoldPath, and the Four Noble Truths.

!Klaus K. KlostermaieBuddhism: A Short Introductig®xford, England: Oneworld, 19993.
2 .

Ibid., 15.
® See Ibid., 30, where Klostermaier writes absamsar&¥ & ¢ K S
necessity,afdc 6 KA OK y2 2yS OFy OKLIy3
* Ibid., 16.
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Karmaand samsaraare the underlying assumptions to how Buddhists view the wdBamsarais the

cycle of life in which one progresses from birth, through life, and into death. This cycle assumes the
understanding ofeincarnation. Each person has been, and will continue to be, reincarnated in this

world. Kaem& G KSy X aSNBWSa +a GKS tFg RAOGFGAY3I K2g 2YyS
Aa (GKS FTNHAG 2F 6Kl 0CamSl KSE K8 Bk mzkidd Bahds &S toRake/ S @ €
NEaLRYaAoAt AGE TFT2NJ 2dzNJ LINBaSyd &araddzZ GREwis | & 5S¢ f
GKFEGSOSNI A& R2YyS Ay 2ySQa fAFS KIFIa NEMMNMDIzZEZaAZ2Y A
implications © how one is reincarnated. Buddhists believe there are ten realms of existence: Buddha,

G. 2RKAA&FGG@I oly SytA3aKGSYSR 0SAy3 RSatdAySR G2 oS
others), Pratyeka Buddha (a Buddha for himself), Sravka (dissipkeé of Buddha), heavenly beings

(superhuman [angels?]), human beings, Asura (fighting spirits), beasts, Preta (hungry ghosts), and

RSLINI @SR YSy OTKuS WHatlodeloes éfféctg @hend dné will wind up in the next life.

The next part of te Dhamma is the concept dharmab GLY . dzZRRKAA&AY AU Aa dzaASR
teachings of the Buddha, tHeuddhadhamma as well as specific Buddhist teaching about the nature of

reality. The most basic way to descritttearma, which only touches the surfa®f this complex idea, is

described asnatta, or No{ St F @ . dZRRKAaGa RSye G(KS SEA&aGSyOS 27
understand. Instead, eachperddnd y 20 +y AYRAGARdZ £ X o6dzi NI G§KSNI LI
which that person shas their existence with the rest of existence. This existence is made up of

dharmag S OK GRSTFAYSR ad | WOFNNASNI 2F Adcalled dzl £ A GA Sz
NB I £ sDha¥ndagare colours, sounds, sense faculties, breath, feslistates of consciousness, good

YR 61 R fdz01 X o0ANIKS I RIISOK al R HXKIAy #S RSSY WSEA A
all other aspects. No one piece is separate from this interpenetration of existence and all are part of the
rest. ¢ Kdza G KS 02y OSLIi 2F wLQ R2S8a y2i SEA&aG Ay . dzRRK

Once these above groundings of Buddhist thought are understood and lived, one is able to reflect and
YSRAGFEGS YR 0S3IAYy G(GKS LI GK (261 NR-63®RIQOCARBSYYSIY i @
which takes one between the extremes of indulgence andrgeiltification. This path is known as the

Noble Eightfold Path. It consists of eight aspects which fall under three categories: wisdom, ethical

conduct, and mental discipline. The path isth. Right views, 2. Right aspirations, 3. Right speech, 4.

Right conduct, 5. Right livelihood, 6. Right effort, 7. Right mindfulness, and 8. Right conterriplatien.

and two fall under the category of wisdom, three through five under ethical condndtsi through

eight under mental discipline. These are all requirements of achieving enlightenment, and indeed, this

path is the only path to do so.

5 .
Ibid., 31.
® Martine Batchelorand Kerry Brown, edsBuddhism and Ecolodlondon: Cassell Publishers Limited, 1992
"¢ 1FAKA ¢adz2Az ahy wSAyOl Ny I thitp2iywwébuddhdriethét/e-b SG . | A O . dzR

learning/reincarnation.htm(last accessed 4/14/08).

® Even referring to the concept of personhood is problematic within this structure of reality, but for the sake of
simplicity and aderstanding, the term will remain.

°Klostermaier, 32.

pid.

"bid., 35.



http://www.buddhanet.net/e-learning/reincarnation.htm
http://www.buddhanet.net/e-learning/reincarnation.htm

In understanding the reason for this path, one must look toward the Four Noble Truths. These four

realities dictate all of Buddhist thought and practice as underlying principles on which are built the

remainder of the tradition. The first is that suffering exists. Life is dictated by suffering; from the

moment of birth, one is in a constant decay towaehth. Indeed all of reality is defined by suffering.

¢tKS aSO2yR ¢NHziK NBIFNRA GKS 2NRAIAY 2F adzZFFSNRAy3I®
life. The seeking of satisfaction and the craving for success, and the delusion that thiy is easi

accessible, form the origin of suffering. The third Truth is that there is an end of suffering. And the

fourth Truth is that the Noble Eightfold Path is the only way to the end of suffering. Thus for Buddhists,
enlightenment is the process of enditigy SQ& & dzFFSNA Yy 3 Ay (0 K&nsaseamdf RX Sy R
becoming aware of everything.

These teachings of the Buddh&armaandsamsaradharma the Noble Eightfold Path, and the Four

Noble Truths form the central core for all Buddhist tradition§Vhile each separate movement within
Buddhism understands these in different lights according to their own context and needs, they still
remain central. The teachings of these core beliefs lead us to the third Jewel, the Sangha.

The Sangha is, simply ptiie Buddhist community in general. It is divided into four groups known as

Wl & & S Yo tbhikkrugmonkd),tH8ikkhunisnuns),upasakagmale lay followers) andpasikas

OFSYLI S f I'R0Ofdoardeftr svBrakEhingtBuddhist communityiicbd up into smaller

communities around the world which are able to interpret the teachings and practices to fit with their
immediate context. With these four groups, however, all who wish to participate, may, if they desire,

each person able to beconas involved as they feel fit. For instance, people seeking for the ultimate
enlightenment of nirvana would travel down the path of the monk or the nun, adhering to the strictest

2T (0KS . dzRRKIFI Q& GSIFOKAYy3Ia® ¢ K 2 Zs&isfigdinvih ldy dtadus,02 y (1 Sy
hope through good deeds to merit a rebirth that will bring them closemibibanab'g Thus the

recognition exists that not all are able or ready to seek enlightenment. Some must wait lifetimes of

building up goodkarma, consistetly being reincarnated in a higher realm.

On the Environment

Buddhism is inherently environmental. One of the most exemplary teachings is that of interpenetration
SELX I AYSR Ay (KS YeédK 2 fetwhigmdNtadzdf jewdss BiigSuRookbirs i ® LY
one jewel, you see reflected all other jewels, each reflecting all other jewels, and so on. In each jewel,

then every other jewel is present. This is a representation of life. Within each of us, everything exists;
conversely, within everyiing, we exist. | am the same as a blade of grass, a rock, a seagull, a redwood,

the ground, sky, space, everything.

The doctrine of interpenetration has implications, then, on how Buddhists view the world around them.
Every action taken has direct cseguences from all aspects of life. This can also be expressed by the
adage that when a butterfly flutters its wings in Kansas, it starts a hurricane on the other side of the

21bid., 89.
3 bid.



world. Thus, in order to achieve enlightenment, to be removed from the cydarnsara, an
environmental ethic is not only recommended but required.

This ethic is lived out daily by all Buddhists, monks angédaple alike, and is expressed in the Five

Precepts which dictate Buddhist lifé. K S& | NB & 02 Y Y A (i YklBipgiistealitigzsexuad & G Ay T
YA&a02yRdzOUG = & AYYThe firsypFeceptyhdt Rillhg, @ kyicklly iérbléred as not taking a

life, which has far reaching implications beyond only husaman relationship. Not taking a life

means nottakingnylA ¥S o0dzi 6KI G tAGGES Aa ySSRSR (G2 adadlAiy
general lovingkindness which pervades all Buddhist thought.

Ecological Practices

A great example of ecological practice and life is expressételgna NorbergHodge” regardingher

experience traveling around the region of Lad#kist north of India}o various villagesas well ashe

capital, Leh. The main thrust of Norbdrle RIS Q& RAaOdzaaizy NBG2f 3Sa | NP dz
technology and thought with the oncedlated village communities of the Ladakh region. She describes

in detail how each of these villages survived for many, many generations at the extremely high altitudes,
entirely selfsustained. They developed methods and practices which worked witlenand the

environment, destroying nothing in the process, allowing them to live in harmony for many generations.
Norbergl 2 RIS RSaONARO6Sa GKSANI tAFTSadetsSYy aC2N) GKS [ I Rl
between work and festivity, betweel dzY 'y & LIANR Gdz- f Ade FyR FGGSYyRFEyOS
(45). She describes certain festivals of harvest which seem less like work in the fields purely for

sustenance and more like worship and communion with each other and nature. Furthermore, as

PNA Yl NAf& ¢Ao0Sily . dzRRKAAG O2YYdzyAGASazr auKS [FRI]
AYGSNO2yySOGA2y IyR O2yaidlyid OKIFy3aSs NI IGKSNJ GKI Y
other Buddhist principles permeate the way of lifettoése simple people.

Things changed however, as the region became overrun with tourists after it came to be under the

control of India. The small mountain communities, once-sétficient, could no longer support
themselvesandthe growing tourist econmy and were thus forced into giving up many of their old ways

in favor of conforming and attempting to catch up with the rest of the modernized world. Norberg

Hodge finishes her essay by briefly discussing the more recent attempts to synthesize thgolditiva

GKS yS¢ Ay Iy STF2NI y2i (2 aKdzy WY2ZRSNYyATIFIGA2YyQ
most important values of living with and caring for the world around you.

Major Issue and a Buddhist Response z Deforestation in Thailand

Ajam Pongsak, a Thai monk, has emerged as an opponent of various legislations which have been
detrimental to the efforts to preserve and rebuild the forests in Thailand. Pongsak works primarily in
northern Thailand where he is the abbot of a monastery whigtves as the center of the efforts to

““The Five Precepts, Wikipedketp:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five preceptgaccessed 5/4/08).
'%|n Martine Batchelorand Kerry Brown, edsBuddhism and Ecologiondon: Cassell Publishers Limited, 992
41-54.
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