Green Synod Guidelines

Actions for Consideration
1. Committee: The establishment of a synod committee comprised of representative lay people and clergy who are committed to bringing ecological justice concerns and care for creation into the life of the synod and its congregations. The committee will be led by members with a liaison from the Synod Council and support from synodical staff members. They may lead the synod toward certification as a Green Synod. This committee will seek to establish cooperative relationships with other committees and programs of the synod. 

2. Synod Conventions: On a regular basis, there may be workshops, grace moment talks, brochures, and displays at synod conventions. There may be plenary speakers invited to reflect on some aspect of our responsibility to care for Earth Community. The synodical committee may be involved in the formulation and presentation of resolutions. 

3. Events: The committee will seek to foster events in the synod that have a focus on eco-justice or a component of eco-justice. Some events will be part of the regular conferences and workshops of the synod. Others will be created to serve eco-justice commitments. Here are some possible options: 


a. Synod Day of Renewal


b. Theological Conference


c. Pastoral Leadership Conference


d. Congregational Lay Leader Event


e. Workshops for Green Congregation training


f. Workshops for care for creation worship.


g Cluster or conference gatherings

The synod will seek to adopt “best environmental practices” at synod events.

4. Greening the Synod Offices: The synod will participate in a comprehensive environmental inventory of their offices with the intent to reduce the ecological imprint. They will seek to adopt “best environmental practices” among the office staff. As a model, they will also encourage congregations to assess and seek to reduce their environmental impact. 

5. Encourage the greening of congregations: The synod will foster the greening of congregations and agencies in the synod. 

a. Promote the Green Congregation Program

b. Promote the adoption of the Season of Creation

c. Promote Community Supported Agriculture, fair trade coffee and other 

Earth-friendly products, and encourage the purchase of local foods.

d. Distribute resources and guidebooks related to these and other programs.

e. Make local green congregation trainers available to congregations

6. Publicity: Increase ecological awareness and responsibility through synodical publications


a. Synodical print publications


b. Synodical electronic publications


c. Maintain a section of the synod website for information and resources

7. Work toward becoming certified as a Green Synod

a. Propose a plan and statement of commitment to the council and synod. 


b. Promote the idea of becoming a Green Synod with other ELCA synods. 

