Environmental Activities of the ELCA Synods

Report Form
The Lutheran Earthkeeping Network of the Synods would like to receive a report of the “care for creation” organization and actions in your synod. We are eager to share these reports on the LENS internet site and to develop an up to date list serve for contacts and connections among synods. We are eager to hear of any and all items happening in your synod. 

David Rhoads (drhoads@lstc.edu) on behalf of LENS at www.webofcreation.org.  

New Testament, Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
Director of the Web of Creation and The Green Congregation Program.

Please develop your own report or use this form to report all actions, programs, conferences, workshops, speakers in your synod. 
Return the report to David Rhoads at drhoads@lstc.edu with a copy to webofcreation@lstc.edu 

or mail to 

David Rhoads
c/o Web of Creation

Lutheran School of Theology 

1100 East 55th Street

Chicago, IL 60615

Synod: Metro Chicago
Have you declared as a Green Synod? If so, please attach the resolution. 
Yes. We have a task force that is currently exploring options to be presented at the 2009 synod assembly for implementing a program of environmental stewardship. 
First contact person (Include address, phone, e-mail, role, etc.)
James C. Schwab, Chair, Environmental Concerns Working Group
            1755 N. Campbell Ave., Chicago, IL 60647-5205
            jimjeanschwab@att.net
            Home: 773-384-4754; office: 312-786-6364; cell 773-218-2560
Second Contact Person (Optional)

Michael Stanch, auditor for the ECWG
511 Oak Crest Drive, North Aurora, IL 60542
Phone: 630-406-1338; cell 312-403-5835
Stanchmj@msn.com
Mike heads his own firm, Stanch Lighting & Energy, but works closely with and is a member of the Environmental Concerns Working Group. 
Synodical Committee (Name, tasks, membership, history, accomplishments, etc.) 
Environmental Concerns Working Group 

This group is the permanent standing committee responsible primarily for managing the Energy Revolving Loan Fund and assisting congregations in the synod with developing energy efficiency and renewable energy programs, and generally educating synod members about environmental stewardship and earthkeeping through educational efforts in workshops and at the synod assembly. The working group was commissioned in 1989, and created the loan fund in 1993 as a way of helping congregations finance lighting efficiency retrofits. The zero-interest fund, described on the synod’s website, has assisted nearly 20 congregations, currently averaging three new projects per year, and has a current total of $58,000 in working capital.  Money was raised from an initial ELCA seed grant of $5,000 in 1993, grants from AAL, individual donors and congregations, some Enron money from a bulk gas purchase rebate, and mostly from a $65,000 grant in 2001 from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation. To date, we have calculated a cumulative reduction of more than 3 million pounds of carbon dioxide emissions from power plants as a result of previous projects in the congregations that have worked with us. For information see www.mcselca.org/justicenvrio.html. 
There is also currently a task force designated to develop a plan to implement the resolution from the 2008 synod assembly by providing a plan for consideration in 2009. This task force is headed by Sara Spoonheim, who is also a staff member of Faith in Place.
Conferences held/ Speakers/ workshops/worship services (Please give dates and details)
· We produce a one-hour training workshop each year at the synod assembly that is well attended and yields new interest in the use of our loan fund and program. In recent years, most other workshops have been cooperative efforts in which we have supported Green Congregations training produced by the Web of Creation at LSTC. Most working group meetings are now “work dates” at which we engage directly with congregational volunteers in implementing new lighting retrofit projects through what we call “sweat equity,” rather than hiring installers. This helps build community and volunteer solidarity behind the objective of a greener congregation. 
· Greening eco-friendly actions/changes at synod headquarters and at synodical events 
· Pastor Cynthia Hileman in the Bishop’s office supplied the following: 

· This year we made the move from paper products to ‘real’ products for dinner ware, glasses, cups and silverware.

· We recycle.

· And the synod car, Bishop Miller drives is a Prius.

General report on activities in congregations (Green Congregations, special projects, etc.)

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

List a few “green” congregations and contact people in your synod
The following is a list of the synod’s congregations that have worked with us directly on the lighting efficiency programs and have completed or are currently working on such projects. All communities identified are in Illinois in the metropolitan Chicago area.

Augustana, Chicago; Ashburn, Chicago; Holy Cross; Wheaton; Resurrection, Franklin Park; Christ, Clarendon Hills; San Francisco de Asis, Aurora; Our Saviour’s, Arlington Heights; St. Mark, Mount Prospect; Zion, Elgin; Good Shepherd, Naperville; St. Luke, Chicago; Pilgrim, Chicago; Messiah, Elgin; Christ the Lord, Elgin; Atonement, Barrington; St. Timothy, Naperville; Grace, Evanston

This by no means indicates that no one else is involved. Several other congregations have explored a relationship with the Working Group to borrow money. We have heard of a few that have done projects with no outside help. Some have also hosted events or undertaken initiatives such as recycling without needing synod assistance.
Synodical resolutions on global warming or other ecological justice issues (please attach and indicate year)
_2008—see attached_____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Promotion of care for creation concerns and programs (website, e-mail lists, for congregations, at conventions)
We now have a quarterly electronic newsletter, Green Steward, that is sent to an e-mail distribution list of nearly 200 people. About 150 of these names were produced from an October 2007 Green Congregations training workshop held at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Arlington Heights; some of those duplicated names we already had, but others have learned of our activities over time and have asked to be added to the distribution list. This provides an avenue for distributing news and ideas for congregations and of keeping people posted about current green events and programs within the synod.
Other . . . . . 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Please indicate how the Lutheran Earthkeeping Network of the Synods and the Web of Creation (www.webofcreation.org) can be of assistance to you in your efforts. 
Keep up the flow of information. We need to know what others are doing. We are also prepared to counsel others on how to replicate the successful models we have created. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

